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0 FRONT COVER: A LOT OF HASH marks that add up to 
many years of Navy experience belong to Navymen from 43 
stations, meeting in a Pentagon conference room to discuss 
techniques and programs. The chiefs and white hats, assigned 
to recruiting stations throughout the United States, were able 
to compare notes. - Photo by W. J: Larkins, PH2, USN. 

0 AT LEFT: SOLEMN MOMENT - Men of uss Hornet (CVA 12) 
assemble on flight deck to pay tribute to flyer downed at sea 
in line of duty, while Marines tire solute. 

0 CREDITS: All photographs published in ALL HANDS are 
official Department of Defense photos unless otherwise desig- 
nated. Photo on page 2 courtesy of the Wellington (New . 
Zealand) Evening Post. Page 16 Washington (DC) Star. 



ENEMY TO BE INVADED and studied by Task Force 43 is  the  frozen Antarctic, a continent of mystery to the south. 

e Winter 
N THE EIGHTH FLOOR of a down- 
town government building in 

Washington, D. C., there is a sense 
of urgency and suspense as a small 
group of officers and men of the 
U. S. Navy map out plans for a full- 
scale invasion. The same atmosphere 
is present at other east coast naval 
installations where elements of a 
task force are assembling, preparing 
for the invasion and striving to learn 
all there is to learn about the foe. 
In November the tension will ease 
when Task Force 43 puts to sea- 
destination Antarctica. 

The huge land mass, estimated to 
be some six million square miles in 
extent, is a land of mystery, contrast 
and danger. Surrounded by ice and 
rough water it is one of the least 
known, least explored areas in the 
world today. Previous expeditions 
have barely scratched the surface 
of the continent, after facing extreme 
adversities that only the hardiest of 
men could withstand. They have 
come back with strange stories of 

. huge smoking volcanoes thrusting 
their heads through the Antarctic 
ice, of spots where there are open 
lakes and of an island which has hot 
and cold running water as a result 
of fires which still smolder far under- 
ground. This is the "enemy" that 
Task Force 43 will meet when it 
begins its invasion. 

In  the best military tradition, the 
Task Force staff is now poring over 
the report of a scouting party, sub- 

mitted by the USS Atka (AGB 3 ) ,  
recently returned from the Antarctic. 
From these reports possible sites for 
bases have been determined. 

Atka's description of the Antarctic 
tallies with those of other expedi- 
tions. It tells of huge glaciers, of 
pack ice so strong that the powerful 
icebreaker was rebuffed in several at- 
tempts to locate camp sites, and of 
icebergs many times larger than the 
ship. The crew also remembers viv- 
idly the rough seas encountered after 
the ship passed Lat. 60' South. 

One of the most surprising aspects 
of Atka's report is the moderate tem- 
peratures recorded during her .stay in 
the southernmost part of the world. 
During much of the time she spent 

NAVYMEN OF the advance party look 
over a Kiwi bird in New Zealand 
Atka's last stop before the Antarctic. 

roaming the icebound coast, tempera- 
tures seldom fell below 20°F and on 
many occasions it was a balmy 30". 

However, the Atka visit to the Ant- 
artic came during January and Febru- 
ary,the summer months in the South- 
ern Hemisphere. Had they remained 
for the winter they would have told 
a much different story. Temperatures 
of minus 75" and lower have been 
recorded by previous visitors. 

Many members of the Task Force 
can vouch for those figures. The most 
prominent of these is Rear Admiral 
Richard E. Byrd, USN, (Ret.), who 
has been designated as Officer in 
Charge of the present operation. 

Rear Admiral George Dufek, USN, 
(Ret.), Task Force Commander, is 
also a veteran polar explorer with two 
trips to the Antarctic and two to the 
Arctic to his credit. The Antarctic 
cold is a personal matter to him - 
during his last visit he fell into the 
water while making a highline trans- 
fer at sea. 

Medical experts have warned that 
anyone falling into the water in the 
area could live only eight minutes. 
Split-second timing and topnotch sea- 
manship combined to pull the Ad- 
miral (then Captain) out of the water 
in seven minutes. 

There are at  least three enlisted 
members of the staff of Task Force 
43 who have also visited Antarctica 
before. William R. Blades, QMC, USN, 
Owen M. Perry, ETC, USN, and Nor- 
man A. Sack, PH1, USN, were along 
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4 ) ,  Edisto 
L 5 6 ) ,  Wyan- 
n (AOG 55) ,  

YOG 70, the MSTS ship Greenville 
Victory and USCGC Eastwind (WAGB 
279) are the ships scheduled to make 
the trip. 

The task force will assemble some 
time in October 1955 and leave port 
in November to begin the long trek 
southward. Before that time, myriad 
quantities of equipment and supplies 
will have to be loaded, checked and 
double-checked for, in the Antarctic, 
Task Force 43 will be a self-sufficient 
organization with little contact with 
the rest of the world, except by radio. 

When the Task Force arrives, the 
Antarctic will be in for a busy four 
years, as this expedition will be the 
best equipped, best prepared and 
longest of any previous expedition. 

A full schedule has been estab- 
lished to guide the task force over the 
next four years. Briefly, this is what 
will be done on the four trips: 

0 1955-56 - Ships will depart in 
November and land all supplies and 
equipment onto the shelf ice at Main 
Base during January 1956. Construc- 
tion personnel will build the base 
camp, commence work on the snow- 
compacted runway, and erect an air 
operating facility nearby. The ships 
will depart Main Base for the U.S. 
in February, leaving a Navy winter- 
ing-over party of approximately 7 offi- 
cers and 114 men to complete the 
runway and operate the airfield dur- 
ing October 1956. At that time tractor 
trains will commence overland trans- 
portation of supplies, equipment and 
construction party to the second base 
in Marie Byrd Land at 80” South 
Lat., 120” West Long. At the same 
time, another construction group will 
fly to the South Pole to establish the 
third base. Here, supplies and equip- 
mentwill be flown in and air-dropped. 

0 1955-57 - Ships of the task 

force will again depart U.S. ports in 
November to arrive during January. 
The scientists who will man the three 
bases during the winter will be de- 
livered to the inland-bases by airlift or 
overland transportation as weather 
conditions permit. Supplies for two 
years of operations will be provided 
for the men at each station in case 
resupply is rendered impossible the 
following year. Ships return to U.S. 
ports in February. 

1957-58 - Ships leave the US.  
in November for resupply mission 
with necessary aircraft flying to Main 
Base. After all three bases have been 
resupplied the task force will return 
to the U.S. 

1958-59 - Ships leave in No- 
vember, arrive in Antarctica in Janu- 
ary. All personnel at inland bases will 
then be air-lifted to  Main Base and 
men and equipment loaded aboard 
ships for return to the U.S. in Febru- 
ary. 

That is by far the most ambitious 
schedule ever prepared for any ex- 
pedition that has headed into the win- 
tery land of Antarctica. In addition, 
the group at the South Pole will be 
history makers as only twice before, 
in the Antarctic summer of 1911-12, 
has man ever stepped foot on the site 
of the South Pole. Then, within a 
month, two parties reached the same 
point. Since that time the only sight 
of the pole has been from the air and 
never has a group remained there 
throughout the long winter. 

Now the U.S. Navy is preparing to 
set up a base on the bottom of the 
world, flying in men, equipment and 
supplies. The Navymen who reach 
the South Pole will be mainly Sea- 
bees. They will have the tough tasks 
of fighting time and cold in an effort 
to get the base completely construc- 

LACIER (AGB 4) to ship of earlier Antarctic trip illustrates advantages of modern equipment. 
- 





their heads for a moment in respect 
to a brave group of men. 

Although there have been no sub- 
sequent visitors to the South Pole, 
other than by air, since 1911 there 
have been many expeditions to that 
frozen land. The U. S. Navy has 
done much of the exploring. It was 
a Navyman, Lieutenant Charles 
Wilkes, LJSY (later Rear Admiral), 
who first discovered land Antarctica. 

In 1840 Wilkes led a Navy expe- 
dition to Antarctica and, in a small 
wooden ship, penetrated deep 
enough into the ice to spot Enderby 
Land. Before his discovery it was 
generally believed that, like the 
Arctic, there was nothing but ice 
and snow at the South Pole. 

In more recent years Rear Admiral 
Byrd has made a total of four trips 
to Antarctica. During one of his 

to cover on their way to the Pole. 

blow upon finding they were the 

13 ships, ranging from a 

dition, G ~ o ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  Highjump? 

to 
Scott's Party, dealt a psychobical 

second to arrive, had nothing but 

a submarine, took part in the expe- 

Planes from the carrier flew map- 
trouble. They ran into intense cold, ping missions Over a great portion of 
were buffeted by and Antarctica during that operation and 

lost their way* Seven months their photos will be of value to those 

them, found Scott and his men frozen the next few years. 
to death in their sleeping bags. The last Navymen to visit Ant- 

Scott and his men were the last to arctics were the crew members of 
set foot on that high Plateau and Atka. Their activities were limited 
the Navymen reaching there this pretty much to the coastal regions 

later, another Party searching .for making the trek southward during 

trip no doubt stop and bow to locate harbors and landing spots 

toward learning more about the 
world around us. While the Task 
Force is busily preparing for this 
and the subsequent trips, while the 
men condition themselves both men- 
tally and physically, while plans 
and Op-orders are readied-Antarc- 
tica lies waiting, a challenge to all 
comers. A land of wonder and mys- 
tery, waiting for the men bold 
enough and tough enough to master 
it. Antarctica is waiting and the men 
of Task Force 43 are sure that they 
can handle the job.- 

Bob Ohl, JOC, USN. 
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Blue-Nosed Horned Shellback Dragons Make Up Ship‘s Crew 

and made known his dislike for 
“Red Noses” (those sailors who 
had never crossed the Arctic Circle 

In short order, King Polar Bear 
and his Royal Court took the mat- 
ter under consideration and, along 
with the Blue Noses aboard, ad- 
ministered stern justice to those 
whose nose had not yet turned 
color. 

In the near future, as one of the 
ships of Task Force 43 which is 
heading to the Antarctic in Novem- 
ber, the crew members of Edisto 

The certificate collectors on board will qualify as (1) Shellbacks, by 
USS Edisto (AGB 2 )  will long virtue of their crossing the Equa- 
remember 1955 as a banner year. tor; (2) Frozen Stiffs, the name 
They will have qualified for at given those who invade the domain 
least four of the most coveted cer- of the Emperor Penguin south of 
tificates a salt could yearn for. the Antarctic Circle; and (3) mem- 

Early in 1955 Edisto, then on bers of the Realm of the Golden 
routine winter operations, crossed 
the Arctic Circle and poked her 
nose into the domain of King Polar 
Bear. He came aboard with the 
proper pomp and circumstance, in 
this case a blistering snow storm, 

On crossing the Antarctic Circle, 
Emperor Penguin will make his 
presence known. In a royal man- 
ner he will inquire about those 
poor, unfortunate souls who have 
never before dared to enter his 
kingdom. Once he has met these 
sad ones, he will make them mem- 
bers of his Frozen Stiff Domain. 

Dragon through crossing the In- 
ternational Date Line. 

At the Equator, Edisto and the 
other ships of Task Force 43 will 
be met by Neptunus Rex and his 
court. The royal monarch of the 
deep will take over the ships for a 
short period, long enough to greet 
all Shellbacks already aboard and 
to insure that all “pollywogs” 
(those who have not yet crossed the 
equator) are welcomed into fold. 

man’s service jacket a i  proof that 
he is indeed one of the few who rate 
as visitors to the four domains. 

Should the men of Edisto need 
any further proof, that too may 
well be forthcoming - since Navy- 
men like to whip up certificates 
for any unusual event. Chances are 
that the task force as a whole will 
put out their own special “Opera- 
tion Deepfreeze” certificate to mark 
their conquest of the Antarctic. 

ANCIENT TRADITIONS of the sea are perpetuated by Navymen as they cross equator to bacome ’Shellbacks.’ 
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THE WORD 
Frank, Authentic Advance Information 
On Policy-Straight From Headquarters 

SHORE DUTY-The Bureau has 
vacant billets for chief machinist’s 
mates and chief enginemen in some 
naval districts which are not being 
currently filled due to lack of re- 
quests on the Shore Duty Eligibility 
List for assignment to those areas. 
If you are an MMC or ENC inter- 
ested in shore duty, get your request 
in now. 

Shore duty requests from TMCs 
and EMCs are also needed to fill 
vacant billets at shore activities 
under the Chief of Naval Air Train- 
ing (most of which are located in 
the Sixth, Eighth and Ninth Naval 
Districts). 

Other general service ratings in 
short supply on the SDEL for the 
Sixth, Eighth and Ninth Naval Dis- 
tricts include PNCs, CMCs, SDCs, 
MMCs, ENCs, and strikers of most 

P 

ratings. Eligible YNCs who request 
duty in the Fifth Naval District can 
expect early orders. 

Billets for aviation ratings such as 
ADS, ATs, and AMs go a-begging in 
Chief of Naval Air Training activi- 
ties because not enough men in 
those rating request CNATRA billets. 
CNATRA has nearly 2000 empty 
billets in the Sixth, Eighth and 
Ninth Naval Districts available to 
qualified ADS for the asking. 

Remember, your chance of get- 
ting shore duty is always improved 
if you include “Anywhere U.S.” as 
your third choice of shore duty. See 
ALL HANDS, May 1955 p. 30 and 
BuPers Inst. 1306.20B for complete 
information on the eligibility re- 
quirements for requesting shore 
duty. See also the article “What’s 
Your Next Duty Station?” in the 
July issue of ALL HANDS, p. 30. 

TRANSFERS - Commands have 
been instructed to reduce the fre- 
quency of permanent changes of 
station and to avoid the necessity of 
such changes more than once per 
fiscal year. The rule does not apply 
to transfers to and from service 
schools. 

Whenever more frequent changes 
are necessary and where payment of 
a dislocation allowance is involved, 
each case must be referred to the 
Chief of Naval Personnel, who in 
turn will request a finding from the 
Secretary of the Navy that the needs 
of the service require such a move. 

When the Secretary has made a 
favorable finding, the Chief of Naval 
Personnel will authorize the follow- 
ing specific phrase to be indicated on 
each order or endorsement: “The 
Secretary of the Navy has found 
that more than one permanent 
change of station in the fiscal year is 
required by the exigencies of the 
service.” 

In individual cases considerable 
detailed information is required in 
the requests, in order to enable the 
Secretary to reach a finding that the 
move is actually required. However, 
in moves which are directly related 

to changes of home ports of units 
and to inactivation of ships individ- 
ual findings by the Secretary would 
be impracticable and could not serve 
to reduce the frequency of moves. 
In these cases the command in- 
volved may request a group finding 
for everyone involved. Alnav 34 sets 
forth specific instructions. Conditions 
governing payment of the dislocation 
allowance and entitlement are set 
forth in Joht  Travel Regulations, 
Chapter 9. 

e ADVANCE PAY-Shipboard per- 
sonnel with dependents can now 
draw up to three months’ pay if 
their ship makes a duly authorized 
change of home yard or home port. 

Applications for the advance pay 
can be submitted at any time after 
the ship has received official notice 
of the change of home yard or home 
port but must be done not later than 
30 days after the change has taken 
place. 

Men with less then six months’ ob- 
ligated service are not eligible for 
this new pay feature. 

The total that a man can draw 
will be determined by his basic pay, 
minus any deductions for tax, allot- 
ments or indebtedness resulting 
from a previous advance pay. 

Authority for payment may be 
found in Alnav 48. Paragraph 
044285 of the Aravy Comptroller’s 
Manual describes the procedures. 

Drugs and medical stores, standard 
and non-standard, which are carried 
in stock may now be issued on 
prescriptions of either your military 
or civilian doctor for use by you, 
your dependents or widow. Ap- 
proval of the commanding officer, 
medical officer or duly authorized 
representative of the medical facility 
filling the prescription is necessary for 
prescriptions written by a civilian 
physician. 

However, only reasonable quanti- 
ties of drugs and medical stores may 
be dispensed under this authority, 
and all commands will guard against 
abuses of this privilege. 

In addition, X-ray, laboratory, 
physical therapy and other ambula- 
tory, diagnostic or therapeutic meas- 
ures for dependents which are re- 
quested by your civilian physician 
may be provided, subject to the ap- 
proval of your CO or department 
heads designated by him. 

0 MEDICAL CARE CHANGES - 

PASS THIS COPY ON-Don‘t be a big wheel-Just make sure this copy gets all the way around to ten men. 
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0 SLEEVE MARKS-Fleet trial of a 
proposed new “Ship-name sleeve 
mark” will get underway sometime 
in October 1955 on various ships 
representing all major type com- 
mands. 

The new sleeve mark will show 
“USS Ship-name” in embroidered 
white letters on a blue back ground. 

It will be curved 
slightly to fit the 
shoulder and will 
be worn centered 
on the right sleeve 
of both dress blue 
and white pump- 
er, just below the 
sleeve seam. 

During the test- 
i n g  per iod  t h e  

Sample shows ship sleeve marks 
position will be issued to 

each of the first 
six pay grades in the crews of the se- 
lected ships for wear on the dress 
blue jumpers and liberty whites. Fol- 
lowing the testing period a special 
sheet will be filled out by each man 
taking part in the trial. If the results 
prove favorable there is a possibility 
that these marks, giving the ship 
name, will be adopted Navy-wide. 

The new ship name mark was 
designed after a flood of letters and 
requests from Navymen as well as 
official comments from Fleet com- 
mands, requesting a return to the 
practice of putting the ship’s name 
on the flat hat, or some similar iden- 
tification. The letters stressed the 
fact that pride in the unit would be 
increased if some method of iden- 
tification with the unit was included 
in the uniform. 

After much research on the sub- 
ject, the method now being tested 
was suggested. Officials felt that it 
was superior to the other method in 
as much as it could be used on both 
the blue and white uniforms, and 
not restricted to the flat hat, which 
is not frequently worn. 

The placing of the ship’s name 
on the flat hat band went out of 
use during the early days of World 
War I1 when it was decided that for 
security factors it would be much 
better if the location of the various 
ships wasn’t announced in such a 
pronounced manner. 

While the final approval or dis- 
approval of the sleeve marks will be 
made by the Secretary of the Navy, 
with the advice of the Permanent 
Uniform Board, the men who will 
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be wearing the sleeve marks will 
have a great deal to say concerning 
the possibility of acceptance, for it 
will be their reaction that guides the 
Uniform Board in making its recom- 
mendation to SecNav. 

Ships taking part in the testing 
are, USS Rogers (DDR 876), USS 
Wasp (CVA 18), USS Kermit 
Roosevelt (ARG 16), USS Stark 
County (LST 1134), USS Tang 
(SS 5631, USS O’Bannon (DDE 
450), USS Lake Champlain (CVA 
39) or USS Ticonderoga (CVA 14), 
USS Harder (SS 568), USS Rival 
(MSO 468), USS Mississippi (AG 
128), USS Miller (DD 535), USS 
Fremont (APA 44), USS Vulcan 
(AR 5 )  and USS Boston (CAG 1) .  

0 EXTENDED LIBERTY-’& Navy 
has approved 96-hour liberties for 
personnel in “isolated areas,” pro- 
vided two of the liberty days fall on 
Saturday and Sunday. To date the 
Chief of Naval Personnel has desig- 
nated two commands as “isolated,” 
Naval Ammunition Depot, Haw- 
thorne: Me., and Naval Radio Sta- 
tion, Winter Harbor, Me. 

Six Marine Corps commands at 
Cherry Point and Camp Lejeune, 
N. C., have already been authorized 
to grant extended liberty to their 
personnel once a month. 

headed for Alaska with trailers are 
advised by the Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police that the type of 
vehicles allowed to pull house trailers 
on the Northwest Highway system 
is restricted. 

Because of the steep hills and fre- 
quently icy conditions of the road 
there have been many instances of 
accidents caused by trailers and the 
towing automobiles. 

Under present regulations, any 
house trailer 20 feet or longer must 
be pulled by either a four-wheel 
drive jeep, a truck of at least one- 
ton rating or a vehicle of similar 
power. 

0 PICKED FOR USN-A total of 
1449 Naval Reserve and temporary 
officers have been selected for trans- 
fer to the Regular Navy under the 
Augmentation Program. 

Of those selected, 1032 were in 
the line category, while 417 are offi- 
cers in the various staff corps. 

The selectees were chosen from 
the more than 4000 active and inac- 
tive duty Reservists and temporary 
officers who had applied for Regular 
Navy commissions. 

0 TRAILER TRAVEL - Navymen 

This is the month that opens the 
ichool year for thousands of Navy . . .  

the pictures closely and score yourself 
with 2.5 for three correct, 3.0 for four 
right answers, 3.5 for five correct and 
4.0 for getting all six. 

1. This insigne is worn by an enlisted .... . . . .  . . ,  

3. You shouldn’t miss identification 
of this aircraft. The distinctive ”T” 
shaped tail should tell you that it i s  a 
(a)  JRM-1 Mars (b) P5M-2 Marlin (e) 
PBY Catalina. 

4. This seaplane is used primarily for 

5. You should readily recognize what 
type ship this is. It i s  an ( a )  LSD (b) 
LST (c) LSM. 

6. Before May of this year, these 
I .  



A Day in the Life of a 
THINK YOU HAVE it tough? Consider 
then, the week‘s routine a certain 
AD1 we know. 

He left Norfolk with an RAD trans- 
port and delivered it to Pensacola. 
Then, he made a test hop in an HUP 
helicopter and the following day he 
delivered it to Jacksonville. 

An SNB was picked up there and 
taken back to Pensacola. The third 
day he tested an F6F fighter and flew 

AWAY WE GO. G. R. Goetz, ADC, 
(AP), USN, lea& for mission that will 
take him around the entire country. 

it as far as El Paso, Texas, where 
nightfall caught him and he was 
forced to set down because of the 
restriction that no single engine air- 
craft may be ferried at night. 

The fourth day our aviation ma- 
chinist’s mate (an aviation pilot) 
proceeded to Litchfield, Ariz., where 
delivery was made. Stuck there with- 
out a further assignment he obtained 
a ride aboard a MATS flight to San 
Diego. The following day he checked 
out in a trainer, a T-28, and flew it 
to El Paso where he again spent the 
night. Back in the air once more on 
the sixth day with the T-28, the pilot 
delivered it to Pensacola and made 
a test hop that afternoon in another 
F6F Hellcat marked for delivery at 
Norfolk. The seventh and final day 
he returned to Norfolk and pulled 
two days’ liberty before going out 
again. 

For most pilots, a checkout in six 
or eight different types of aircraft is 
about average. But that isn’t the case 
for our friend and other members of 
Transport Squadron 31, based at  
NAS, Norfolk. 

The pilots of VR-31 are qualified 
to fly, as an average per man, 15 
planes. Obviously, they put in plenty 
of flight time fulfilIing the squadron’s 
mission of ferrying aircraft within the 
continental limits of the United 
States. 

From the roster of pilots in the 
squadron comes a combination that 
can and does fly almost every type of 
plane used by the Navy today, 
whether it be the latest jet off the 
assembly line, a helicopter or a basic 
trainer. However, the squadron does 
not ferry any four-engine transports 
of the R5D and R6D variety. Squad- 
rons using these types of planes ferry 
their own aircraft. 

There are currently 64 pilots as- 
signed to VR-31. Forty-five are offi- 
cers and 19 are enlisted men who 
have been designated aviation pilots. 
Three of these are first class petty 
officers, the balance are chiefs. 

An all-enlisted crew from the 
squadron set a record a year ago 
when it ferried a P5M-1 Madin sea- 
plane from the manufacturer in Bal- 
timore to San Diego. It was the first 
non-stoD coast-to-coast flight for a 
P5M. The pilot and co-pilot were 
both aviation machinist’s mates first 
class (aviation pilots). 

A chief aviation machinist’s mate 

Flying AD 
(aviation pilot) is tied with a lieu- 
tenant for the squadron’s record for 
being qualified in the largest number 
of Navy aircraft. They both are quali- 
fied in 29. A chief aviation electri- 
cian’s mate (aviation pilot) has the 
highest total of flight-time hours in 
the squadron-7710.2 to date. 

During the past year VR-31 aver- 
aged 2632.9 flying hours per month 
and flew an average of 501,506 miles 
a month, comparable to 20 trips 
around the world. During the same 
period of time an average of 218 de- 
liveries was made each month. 

Pi1,ots and crew, members receive 
no special Navy schooling before 
their assignment to the squadron. 
After ,reporting aboard they attend 
short courses on new types of aircraft 
which they will be flying. 

These courses are conducted with- 
in the squadron as a part of its train- 
ing program in order to check out 
pilots who are inexperienced on cer- 
tain types of aircraft. Fellow pilots 
who are acquainted with the planes 
serve as instructors. 

Training for new models is con- 
ducted by the factories well in ad- 
vance of the time for a new plane 
to be delivered. For modifications of 
models, no formal schooling is neces- 
sary. Ferry pilots carefully read 
through company manuals on the 
plane’s changes and then are checked 
out by the factory pilots. 

When planes are ready to be fer- 
ried from a factory to a specific 
squadron, from a squadron to some 
overhaul and repair department, or 
any other destination, VR-31 is noti- 
fied. As they become available, pilots 
and their crews are then assigned for 
ferrying operations. 

Requests are placed on a priority 
basis according to the urgency in- 
volved for transporting various types 
of aircraft from one point to another. 
Certain types may be in great de- 
mand and therefore receive a high 
priority for transfer. Others may be 
going for routine overhaul and are 
ferried when time permits. 
i VR-31 works in close conjunction 
with‘ VR-32, a ferry squadron based 
at San Diego. Both squadrons are 
under Fleet Logistics Air Wine, At- 
lantic Continental. Thus, VR-32 has 
the unique distinction of being the 
only West Coast squadron under an 
Atlantic command. 

It is almost routine for a ferry 
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turned over to the owners. The bow 
section off the ship was never found 
and is presumed to have sunk. 

These two incidents demonstrate 
one of the responsibilities of the 
dungaree Navy-ship salvage. It is a 
service assigned by Congress. Public 
Law 513 (80th Congress) author- 
ized the Secretary of the Navy to 
provide salvage facilities for public 
and private shipping. It also author- 
ized SecNav to settle any claim for 
salvage services rendered by the 
Navy to ships other than those of the 
Navy. 

This happens to be an account of 
salvage operations in the Pacific 
Ocean Area since World War 11, but 
the same conditions are true wher- 
ever the Navy is to be found. When- 
ever anyone is in trouble, the Navy 
does what it can to help. 

In each of the command areas of 
the Pacific, the primary salvage re- 
sponsibility is the protection of the 
United States Pacific Fleet with a 
secondary responsibility to provide 
salvage protection for U. S. commer- 
cial shipping and shipping of friend- 
ly foreign powers in areas where 
private or nonrmilitary salvage assist- 
ance is not available. 

The actual salvage is done by 
ships of two basic types, the ARS 
(Salvage Vessel) such as Safeguard 
arid Grasp, and the ATF (Fleet 
Ocean Tug) such as Takelma and 
Tawasa. 

Both types are capable of operating 
a t  sea in any weather and of render- 
ing salvage assistance to ships in dis- 
tress. The ARS is a twin screw vessel 
which feature increases its maneu- 
verability in restricted and shallow -. .I- - - -  
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Black Ship Festival 
THE BLACK SHIPS of the past have rctuined to the 

shores of Yokosukn, Japan, and once again Com- 
modore Perry is greeted by the people as hc was 102 

This is the 1955 Black Ship Festival. a celebrLition i n  
commcrnoration of the arriv,il of Perry’s fleet in 1853. 
U.S. Navymen and citizens of Yokosuka donncd cos- 
tumcs of that day and reenacted the historic event. 

The week‘s activities included a parade through the 
city with colorful floats depicting highlights in Yoko- 
suka’s history, and the Naval Station Innd and Marine 
drum and bugle coips. The Japanese dressed in the 
colorful costumes of the past and Miss Fleet Activities 
and Miss Yokosuka added to the beauty of the event. 

The festival’s name is derived from the rapanese 
description of Perry’s four vessels. When they first saw 
the dark silhouettes of the ships anchored in Tokyo nn! , 
they referred to them as “Black Ships.” 

aw hats, enact role of Perry‘s honor guard. Righf: Japanese official pageant greets Perry. 
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ays to Play at Th 
IF Y O ~ R E  AT ANY ONE of the many 

places on ship or shore where an 
ensemble of Navy music men are 
hitting the down beat and suddenly 
the familiar strains of “Happy Birth- 
day” break forth, there is a good 
chance they are playing it for them- 
selves, or at least the U.S. Naval 
School of Music which is celebrating 
its twentieth anniversary. 

Today, the Navy musician is fa- 
miliar the world over. The lyre in- 
signe that points out his musical 
specialty has won respect from mili- 
tary and civilians alike through many 
fine performances. In fact, when the 
men in blue strike up the band it is 
an accepted fact that nothing but 
the best in music is forthcoming. 

However, this was not always so, 
in spite of the fact that music has 
played an important part in the life 
of the U.S. bluejacket since the days 
of old sea chanteys, hornpipes, and 
fo’c’sle songs. Until the present music 
school’s founding there had been 
much to be desired in Navy music. 

It is impossible to say just when 
the custom started of encouraging 
the crews of our warships to organize 
bands. The record does show that as 
early as 1820 there was an amateur 
band on board the American sloop- 
of-war Cyane. Prior to this however, 
the pages of history point out the 
strong desire of our sailors for music 
at sea. In fact, the first real band 
in the U. S. Navy was deliberately 
stolen. 

This happened in 1802 when the 
28-gun corvette uss Boston pulled 
into the port of Messina, Sicily. A 
band was sent on board to play for’ 
the ship’s crew. The musicians so 
pleased the captain and his crew that 
they upped anchor and sailed back 
to America with their prize. Of 
course this method of obtaining a 
ship’s band was not condoned and 
the Sicilians were promptly returned. 

The second band to be logged on- 
to the pages of a navaI vessel was ob- 
tained in an equally unusual manner 
and this time it was legal. This band 

was taken as a prize of war when , 

the frigate uss United States cap- 
tured the British ship, Macedonia, in 
1812, Thirteen years later uss Con- 
stitution, better known as “Old lron- 
sides,” is reported to have shipped 
a band of 20 pieces. 

An early forerunner of the present 
day music school was established in 
1902 at Portsmouth, Va. This was 
the first military service school for 
training musicians. It operated on an 
intermittent basis until World War I. 

During World War I another mu- 
sic school started at Naval Operating 
Base, Norfolk, Va. This school grad- 
uated hundreds of nautical music 
makers during the war period when 
patriotic songs and parades were at 
a high. 

John Philip Sousa, then a Lieuten- 
ant Commander in the Naval Re- 
serve, contributed much to Navy 
music during this period by estab- 
lishing a receiving station for mu- 
sicians at Great Lakes Training Cen- 
ter and organizing suitable candi- 















nas Deen aeiiverea to tne Air rorce at tiawaras AFD, 
Calif. 

The round-the-clock jet interceptor is distinguished 
by a gray fuselage and delta wing, black nose and dull 
green in front of the canopy and on the tops of the 
air intakes. 

The F-102A’s delta wing has upswept tips and its 
leading edges are cambered. Wingspan is 38 feet, length 
is 68 feet and height 18 feet. Powered with a J-57 
engine, the plane is capable of supersonic speed at 
stratopheric altitudes. * * *  

ATTACHMENTS FOR THE ARMY’S standard 5-ton bridge 
truck have been developed to help in the job of un- 
loading heavy parts .of military bridges without a crane. 

Slated for troop tests in the United States and Europe 
are a hydraulically operated boom, and an “A” frame 
which can be attached to the front bumper in the field. 

Sixteen feet long, the boom can unload equipment 
from its transporter and from other trucks. It can be 
extended, retracted, tilted and swung through an angle 
of 220 degrees. It is operated by a man standing beside 
the driver’s seat. 

Control levers are mounted on the front of the swing 
mechanism. Hydraulic power is furnished by a pump 
driven by the truck’s engine. Outriggers on each side 
behind the cab add lateral stability to the truck. 

Fabricated of standard steel shapes, the “A” frame 
is about 20 feet long in a horizontal position and is 
capable of unloading equipment from other trucks. The 
unit can easily be disassembled and carried on the truck. 

Its lifting power is supplied by the truck winch. 
Lockout blocks are required for the front spring to pre- 
vent excessive deflection. 

Two “U” bolts are utilized on the backboard to pro- 
vide “tie-downs” for the back cables. The angle of the 
boom can be adjusted simply with turnbuckles in the 
back cables. 

The attachments are capable of placing deck panels 
on inflated floating bridge pontoons and on fixed bridges. 

ARMY SALT-One of 600 West Point Cadets on sea train- 
ing exercises learns Navy signaling in USS Valley forge. 

AIR FORCE F-l02A all-weather, day-or-night jet inter- 
ceptor shows off its delta wings in first flight photograph. 

C123B ASSAULT TRANSPORTS now being delivered to 
the Air Force have been equipped with a lift-measuring 
instrument that tells the pilot the best speed to fly on 
landing, take-off, and other low-speed flight conditions. 

The device, known as a Speed Control System, con- 
sists of a small vane on the lower leading edge of the 
wing. 

Changes in lift caused by varying loads, power set- 
tings, landing flap positions, wind gusts, acceleration 
and other factors are recorded by the vane. 

The information is passed electrically through a lift 
computer to a simple instrument on the panel. To fly 
at  the best speed, the pilot keeps the pointer at  the 
center point of the gauge. * * *  

AN ELECTRONIC COMPUTER, Monrobot V, now under- 
going engineering tests by Army’s Engineer Corps at 
Fort Belvoir, Va., is expected to speed up the produc- 
tion of military maps. 

Simple to operate, it will solve complicated surveying 
problems and reduce difficult engineering calculations. 

The computer resembles a large office desk and 
weighs about 1500 pounds. 

A built-in keyboard permits entering the problems in 
their algebraic form. It is equipped with punch-tape fa- 
cilities for automatic operation. Results may be printed 
on a paper tape or punched out in the form of perforated 
tape. I t  is capable of turning out trigonometric calcula- 
tions to ten-place accuracy. 
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LETTERS T O  T H E  E D 1 7 0 R  Konf.) 

NAVY’S ’LITTLE WOMEN‘with big iobs would be an appropriate description for 
the service craft, such as YTL 144 (ex-YT 144), who do many tasks for big sisters. 

Definition of Service Craft 
SIR: According to the Watch Oficer’s 

Guide a part of  the 0 to 4 log is, “Ships 
present . . . and various yard and district 
craft.” Please define district, yard and 
service craft. 

I would also like to know why “dis- 
tant” is used rather than “distance” in 
the entry, “Passed Cape Henry Light 
abeam to starboard, distant 2000 yards.” - R.H.H., LT, USN. 

Craft at present classified as “‘serv- 
ice craft” were previously known as 
“district ciraft.” Before this classification 
they were known as “yard craft.” There- 
fore, yard, district and service craft are 
all the same type of craft. 

According to “BuShips Manual,” serv- 
ice craft are defined as “ . . . water-borne 
utilitarian craft not classified as vessels 
or boats.” 

The word, “distant” has been used 
and is used in deck log entries in accord- 
ance with rules of grammar and the dic- 
tionary definition of the word itself .-ED. 

Flags on Reserve Fleef Ships 
SIR: What is the source governing 

the use of our national ensign upside 
down as a distress signal? 

Is it correct to fly a Union Jack on a 
ship which is not in commission? Our 
ship is being used as an accommoda- 
tion ship in the Philadelphia Group 
Atlantic Reserve Fleet.-P. J. D., QM3, 

0 Display of the ensign upside down 
as a national distress signal is author- 
ized by Public Law 829, reprinted as 
Annex A to Director Naval Communi- 
cations (DNC) 27. This signal, however, 
is not used internationally since many 
foreign flags appear the same right side 
up as upside down. 

According to “Navy Regulations,” 
Article 2163, the Union Jack may be 
displayed if the ship is active and in 
commission or in service. Now follow 
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closely or you may get lost here-if it 
is an inactive ship in commission in 
reserve, or in service in reserve, it may 
be displayed; but if it is out of com- 
mission in reserve, or out of service in 
reserve, it should not be displayed. If 
the ship is in a special status in com- 
mission or in service, the Union Jack 
should be displayed but if it is out of 
commission or out of service, it should 
not. All clear? 

Perhaps it would be helpful to ex- 
plain here the terms “in commission” 
and “in service.” 

Generally a ship is considered “in 
commission” if she is authorized to fly 
a commission pennant or a personal 
flag or command pennant of a com- 
missioned officer of the Navy. O n  the 
other hand, there are several hundred 
smoll vessels and service craft in the 

I I L B S B  V B S S ~ L S  untc G T U ~  UTC: currzeu un 
the books as “in service” rather than 

While 1u) specific rule can be given 
that can be applied to all cases for all 
vessels, in general a ship that is “in 
commission, inactive status” is one that 
would be eligible to be in commission 
if in an active status. The same rule 
would apply to an “in seruice” vessel 
or craft, whether they are in ‘hctive” 
or “inactive” status.-ED. 

‘ I .  sn commission.” 

Duty in Chi/e 
Sm: I have requested assignment to 

naval attache and/or naval mission duty 
in Chile. 

I’d like to know how many men with 
an IC1 rate are billeted there and how 
many are on the list for that duty.- 
N. H. L., IC1, USN. 

* There is only one billet for an IC1 
in Chile; and the present incumbent’s 
tour expires October 1956, subject to a 
one-year extension if requested. The sin- 
gle billet in Chile is the only one in all 
Bureau-controlled overseas billets for an 
IC1 .-ED. 

Shorfhand in YN Schools 
SIR: Can you tell me whether or not 

shorthand is a part of the, required 
curriculum at the Yeoman Class “B” 
School?-F.A.M., YN1, USN. 

e It is still a required part of the 
curriculum in Yeoman schools. However, 
the Bureau is making a study of the 
shorthand requirement. l f  any revisions 
result from the study you’ll hear about 
them in official directives and in ALL 
HANDS-ED. 

GUNG HO MOOtL OF U. S. frigate CONSTlTUTlON was constructed by 
Marine Sgt. John Norky. Working from kit, he hand-carved most of the fittings. 



Do You Have a Hard-to-Answer Question? A Suggestion? Idea for an Article? 

Here are some typical letters to 
the editor and the general replies 
written. It’s possible you’ll find the 
answer to a question you were about 
to ask. * 
. SIR: Where can I obtain an official 
statement that I have crossed the 
Equator?-R.C.G., JOl, USN. 

e That’s a tough one. Most ships 
now are making a page 13 entry to 
show various records such as: On 
board when commissioned; crossed 
the Equator, crossed Arctic Circle; 
and so on. Certificates, however, are 
unofficial. Men in a ship can make 
up their own certificate, by the way. 
Traditionally, the captain signs each 
certificate. ALL HANDS has run a 
certerspread showing various types- 
you should look at that issue, Novem- 
ber 1952, page 31. We’re all proud 
of having been something like a 
Shellback, Plank Owner, Blue Nose, 
and so on. I t  is a fine tradition, and 
should be continued-ED. * 

Sm: I don’t see ALL HANDS every 
month. What can I do about it?- 
J.V.B., PR3, USN. 

e Check with YOUT division officer 
OT personnel officer. They’ll see to it 
that you see ALL HANDS. You can 
pass the word to your shipmates- 
and this is oficial-that each copy is 
for 10 men-they should be passed 
around. I f  your command is not 
receiving the proper number of copies, 
check the instructions in small print 
on page 64 of this and each issue 
of ALL HANDS.-ED. * 

Sm: Do you accept suggestions 
from the Fleet as to what stories and 
features you should run?-C.C.T., 
YN3, USN. 

e W e  certainly do. Many of OUT 
best features have been suggested 
b y  Navymen in the field-from cap- 
tain to seaman. V e y  often, as you 
can see by the names at the end 
of an article, the story was written 
by a Navyman not on the staf. I f  
we receive a good suggestion, we 
act upon it. A story need not be 
written, by the way. Just give us 
the suggestion and what facts you 
have; we’ll take it from there,-ED. * 

SIR: Why don’t you ever mention 
my ship?-E.S.A., PI2, USN. 

e Maybe we have-do you read 
each issue? Has someone in YOUT 
ship sent us pictures and stories? If 
we don’t receive material, we can’t 
print it.-ED. 

SIR: At present I am stationed on 
the East Coast and would like to 
swap duty stations with a PN3 on 
the West Coast. Is this possible?- 
T.J.S., PN3, USN. 

e Yours is only one of many,letters 
received concerning “swaps. This 
type of transfer is approved only in 
exceptional cases. There must be 
little OT no transportation involved. 
Both men must have the same rate 
und special qualifications. You must 
also have approximately the same 
obligated service and rotation tour 
date as your opposite number. Further- 
more, such transfers must be in 
accordance with existing policies 
governing transfers and must meet 
the approval of the COS of both 
rnen.-ED. * 

Sm: Is it possible for you to 
determine my standing on the Shore 
Duty Eligibility List?-R.R.O., JOC, 

I f  you will check the M a y  1955 
issue of ALL HANDS, page 34, you 
will find a complete table of the Shore 
Duty Eligibility List. Although you 
may possibly be among the t o p m e n  
in your rating on the list for the 
district you have requested, you may 
have less sea duty than one 01- more 
men in YOUT rating who have re- 
quested “Anywhere, U.S.” Such men 
receive first consideration for assign- 
ment to any naval district if they 
have more continuous sea duty then 
the man who requests duty in a 
specific district. 

A similar SDEL chart usually 
appears in ALL HANDS twice a year 
( M a y  and November) .--ED. * 

SIR: How do I go about checking 
on my medals and awards?-B.D., 
TE3, USN. 

Write an official letter, via your 
commanding officer, to the Chief of  
Naval Personnel (Attn: Pers B4 if 
you’re an officer, Pers E3 for en- 
listed men) .-ED. * 

USN. 

Sm: What happens to unsigned 
letters?-D.J.A., PHC, USN. 

e They are used for  target practice. 
The wastepaper basket is the target. 
-ED. * 

Sm: Is ALL HANDS interested in 
receiving stories about naval customs 
and traditions, and about records 
made by a man or ship?-G.A.O., 
B M S N ,  USN. 

e Affirmative. For example, OUT 
April front cover shows a Bos’n’s 
Chorus; OUT May  front cover is a 

picture of night side boys. If YOU 
have a picture OT story like that, 
we’d appreciate hearing from YOU. 
-ED. * 

SIR: What’s the easiest way for 
me to find out about change of 
rating, duty tour, leave, available 
schools, shore duty, and so on?- 
E.E.N., ADAN, USN. 

0 Remember the,old motto: ‘Ask 
the Chief, he’ll know.” And, we’ll 
bet, the Chief will usually tell you 
to see the yeoman OT show you how 
to look it up in one of the manuals 
OT in the directive. Incidentally, i f  
you keep your eye on the Plan of 
the Day, most of your questions will 
have been answered. The Plan of 
the Day announces the latest Bureau 
directives, among other things, and 
you can keep up on many items of 
particular interest to you. For ex- 
ample, when a submarine school 
quota is open, you’ll probably read 
about it first ( O T  hear about it at  
Quarters) in the Plan of the Day. 
Or, if there is any other notice or 
directive that will affect you, it’ll 
be in there. As you know, ALL 
HANDS runs a brief description of 
notices and directives each month, 
and prints a fuller description of 
directives having Navy-wide interest 
in the Bulletin Board.-ED. 

*. 
SIR: Do you accept stories, pic- 

tures, or cartoons from men in the 
Fleet? -G.V.B., QM2, USN. 

e W e  certainly do. The more, the 
better. Pictures tell a story, and 
Navymen in the pix should be 
identified as to rank or rate, ship 
or station, and service number. A 
brief description of what is going on 
in the picture will help. Incidentally, 
the Special Services Division, of 
which we are a part, is conducting 
a cartoon contest by mail. We’ll print 
the best ones. See ALL HANDS July 
1955, p .  45, for more information 
concerning this contest.-ED. * 

SIR: ‘May I send a letter directly 
to the Editor, ALL HANDS, without 
going through channels?-J.P.L., AD1, 

0 You may. ALL HANDS is open 
to UNOFFICIAL communications from 
anyone who wears the Navy blue. 
There is to be no conflict in any way 
with “Navy Regulations” regarding 
the forwarding of official mail through 
channels. The policy of obtaining in- 
formation from local commanders 
should be followed whenever possible. 
-ED. 

USNR. 
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in September 1956. Since I have never 
drawn a reenlistment bonus, will my re- 
enlistment be considered as a first re- 
enlistment?-R. E. H., AD1, USN. 

On the basis of the infomation 
supplied in YOUT letter, it appears that 
you would be entitled to a reenlistment 
bonus when you reenlist. This would be 
computed on the basis of a first reen- 
listment in accordance with the provi- 
sions of the Act of 16 Jul 1954 and Al- 
nav 32-54.43~. 
Overseas Billets for RDls 

SIR: Is there any overseas station 
which has a billet for an RD1, particu- 
larly in Japan? I have less than year 
to go before my present tour of sea duty 
in the Atlantic is completed-R. L. D., 
RD1, USN. 

Control of assignments of RDls to 
overseas stations is under the authority 
of the fleet commanders, except for one 
overseas billet for an RD1 which is un- 
der the direct detailing control of the 
Chief of Naval Personnel. 

As you are currently serving in the 
Atlantic Fleet you are ineligible at this 
time for duty in Japan. Therefore, you 
should submit a request for duty in an 
Atlantic bverseas area to ComServLant 
in accordance with the directives issued 
by that command.-ED. 
Certificate of Course Compfetion 

SIR: Part of my duty at my station 
education office consists of handling 
training courses. I have noticed that the 
correspondence center takes from six to 
eight weeks to issue a completion cer- 
tificate for courses after the final assign- 

..... -y ....... .___, 
Bureau of Naval Personnel, Navy Depart- 
ment, Washington 25, D. C., four or more 
months in advance. 

e uss Dubuque (PG 17) - A  re- 
union will be held at the Broadhead 
Naval Armory, 7600 East Jefferson 
Ave., Detroit, Mich., for all hands who 
served on board this ship on the Great 
Lakes. For reservations and details 
write to Roger La Burdy, 14301 
Bramell, Detroit, Mich. 

88th Naval Construction Bat- 
talion-Members will hold a reunion 
on 16, 17, 18 September at the La- 
Salle Hotel, Chicago, Ill. Please write 
to Bob Traves, 231 S. Main, Crown 
Point, Ind., for further information. 

uss Santa Fe (CL 60)-The ninth 
reunion for all who served in this ship 

ment has been submitted. It takes on the 
average from nine to 13 weeks to com- 
plete a course (from date of application 
to receipt of completion certificate). I 
suggest a stamp type of endorsement on 
the final assignment or allowing assign- 
ments to be averaged upon receipt of 
final graded assignments, to speed up 
certification. 

As stated in your April 1954 issue, 
page 25, when a person has not received 
a completion Certificate in time for cer- 
tification for the examination for ad- 
vancement, he has to take a local test 
to determine whether he has completed 
the course and is ready for advancement. 
With some ratings requiring five or six 
courses, my suggestion would save time 

I.-"-.) v-v--v . YA..) Y .  ........ A"..., 

for further information: 
uss Phoenix (CL 46) -Former 

shipmates will hold their second an- 
nual reunion on 1 October, at the Penn 
Sherwood Hotel, Philadelphia, Pa. For 
further information, write to R. E. 
Erwin, 1955 Pratt St., Philadelphia, 
Pa. 

44th Naval Construction Battal- 
ion-Former members of this unit in- 
terested in holding annual reunions 
should contact Joseph M. Lesha, 
408-A McIntyre, China Lake, Calif. 

uss Wasp  (CV-7) -All men 
who served in this ship interested in 
holding a reunion should contact 
Joseph Scully, PMC, USN, 282 Con- 
over St., South Amboy, N. J. The 
time, place and date will be deter- 
mined by mutual consent. 

and also save paper and work of people 
involved.-K. G., PN1, USN. 

Before the Correspondence Course 
Center can issue a completion letter ( OT 
stamp the final answer sheet with a com- 
pletwn grade), the text book must be 
returned. This explains the deluy be- 
tween the completion of the last assign- 
ment and the mailing of the completion 
certificate since the student is advised 
to keep his test until his last assignment 
has been graded and returned to him. 

If a man is anxious to obtain his com- 
pletion certificate earlier than usual, and 
i f  he is reasonably sure that he will pass 
the last assignment, he may mail his 
text back at the same time he sends his 
last assignment.-ED. 
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The second article dealt with the 
marking and care of the uniform 
and appeared in ALL HANDS, August 
1955. I t  is felt that these three 
articles, if digested completely by  
every Navyman, wi l l  go a long way 
in helping to keep the men who 
wear the uniform right up near the 
top of the list of best dressed men. 

OVER THE MANY YEARS that men 
have worn the bell bottom trousers 
and coats 0’ Navy blue, there have 
been many discussions, held over a 
cup of coffee on either the forecastle 
or fantail, on the subject of ways to 
improve the uniform. And there has 
always been one point, put forth by 
the sea-going men in the group, 
which has entered into the discus- 
sion. That one point remains as valid 
today as it did many years ago and 
runs something like this, “If you 
want to recommend a change in the 
uniform, remember that you have 
to come up with an outfit that will 
fit into the limited stowage space 
aboard the smallest of ships.” 

As it now stands, the uniform of 
the first six pay grades of enlisted 
men can be rolled into a tight little 
ball, stuffed in a locker and three 
months later be pulled out to wear 
on liberty, looking just as sharp as 
the day it came back from the 
cleaners. 

It’s no accident that the present 
day uniform will meet these space 
requirements, since it was designed 
after the clothing preferred by sea- 
going men of the U.S. Navy, long 
before there was any required uni- 
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TAR Rerservists May Enlist or 
Reenlist in Regular Navy, Open 
Rates Keep*Same Pay Grade 

Reserve Navymen on active duty 
with the Regular Naval Establish- 
ment or on active duty in billets as- 
signed to the Training and Adminis- 
tration of Reserves (TAR) may en- 
list or reenlist in the Regular Navy 
under conditions outlined in BuPers 
Inst. 1130.4B. 

Naval Reservists serving in rates 
which are considered fx be “open” 
are, if otherwise eligible, permitted 
to enlist or reenlist in the Regular 
Navy in the pay grade they now 
hold, provided they are recom- 
mended by their commanding officer 
and their application is approved by 
the Chief of Naval Personnel. 

“Open” rates are those rates in 
which the number of personnel on 
board, (on a servicewide basis) is 
short of the allowance requirements 
and normal advancement in rating 
may not supply the necessary pes- 
sonnel in these rates. Naval Reserv- 
ists serving in one of the following 
open rates {or in a related emergency 
service rate) may submit applications 
via their commanding officers to the 
Chief of Naval Personnel (Attn: 
Pers B234) for enlistment or reen- 
listment in their present pay grade: 

Chiefs ,  first, second and third 
class petty oficers in the following 
ratings: Radarman, sonarman, guided 
missileman, mineman, teleman, ra- 
dioman, communications technician, 
aviation fire control technician, and 
aviation guided missileman. 

e First, second and third class 
petty oficers in the following ratings: 
Quartermaster, fire control techni- 
cian, electronics technician, journal- 
ist, draftsman, musician, machinist’s 
mate, boilerman, electrician’s mate, 
I. C. electrician, patternmaker, sur- 
veyor, construction electrician’s mate, 
driver, mechanic, builder, steelwork- 
er, utilities man, aviation electronics 
technician, aviation electrician’s mate. 

Second and third class pettii 
oficers in the following ratings: Tor- 
pedoman’s mate, gunner’s mate, in- 
strumentman, opticalman, yeoman. 
personnel man, machine accountant, 
storekeeper, disbursing clerk, com- 
missaryman, ship’s serviceman, lith- 
ographer, engineman, machinery re- 
pairman, metalsmith, pipefitter, dam- 
age controlman, molder, aviation ma- 
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How to Track Down Your Serviceman’s Hunting, Fishing license 
UST ABOUT EVERY MAN has the 
hunter and/or fisherman instincts 

from the day he’s born. To under- 
line that fact in the Navy, you’ll 
find that many special services divi- 
sions stock, among their multitude 
of gear, many of the items you’ll 
need: rifles, shotguns, fishing tackle, 
and camping equipment. 

If you have the urge, you’ve prob- 
ably got plenty of gear available 
already. But what about your 
license? What will it cost? Are you 
eligible for a resident license? What 
types of licenses and fees do the 
various states require? 

These and many other questions 
have been answered for you in “The 
Directory for the Armed Forces of 
State Fish and Game Authorities.” 
The pamphlet also contains impor- 
tant information concerning resi- 
dence requirements, license fees and 
archery hunting regulations. The 
directory was prepared by the Na- 
tional Recreation Association and 
copies will soon be available at the 
various District Special Services of- 
fices. 

Here is a state-by-state rundown. 
The addresses of the states’ fish and 
game headquarters are listed to 
make it possible for you to get the 
latest information on the different 
seasons, areas opened and closed, 
limits, and such other dope. Be- 
cause these items vary from season 
to season, you should make it a point 
to write for this information, as indi- 
cated in the section for each state. 

In addition, many states publish 
informational maps, which show lo- 
cations of open areas and where 
good fishing and hunting may usual- 
ly be found. This would probably 
be extremely helpful to you in plan- 
ning your trip. 

Because the types of licenses and 
fees vary according to the state, 
they are not published here. Usually, 
however, resident license fees run 
from one to five dollars while the 
non-resident fees can range any- 
where from one to 50 dollars. Most 
sporting goods stores have hunting 
and fishing licenses for sale. 

Here’s the dope on residency re- 
quirements and the addresses of the 
states’ fish and game commissions: 

ALrnAiiA-Service personnel stationed 
in or who are residents of Alabama (but 
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”Fishing must be good. Jonery sure is in 
a hurry to get ashore, Chief!” 

stationed elgewhere ) , may purchase 
resident licenses. If stationed outside 
the state you must purchase a non-resi- 
dent license. Archery hunting is per- 
mitted in some counties under special 
regulations. Write to: Department of 
Conservation, Division of Game and 
Fish, Montgomery, Ala. 

AmoNA-Service personnel stationed 
in Arizona may procure a special warm 
water fishing and small game license 
for the same price as the resident rates. 
All other licenses for service personnel 
are the same as for non-residents. You 
must be stationed in Arizona for one 
year before being eligible to purchase a 
resident license. Archery hunting is per- 
mitted for big game under special reg- 
ulations. Write to: Arizona Game and 
Fish Department, Phoenix, Arizona. 

ARgANsAs-Service personnel who are 
residents of Arkansas but stationed 
elsewhere may purchase resident 
licenses. If permanently stationed in 
Arkansas you may purchase a resident 
license beginning the date such per- 
manent station is established. If you 
are not permanently stationed in Arkan- 
sas you must obtain a non-resident 
license. Archery hunting is permitted 
on resident hunting licenses and by non- 
residents, both under special regula- 
tions. Write to: Game and Fish Com- 
mission, Executive Secretary, Game and 
Fish Bldg., Little Rock, Ark. 

CawoRNu-If you are on active 
duty in California and hold suitable 
identification you are not required to 
hold a fishing license. There is no 
special consideration of length of resi- 
dence by service men for fishing licenses 
and six months’ continuous period estab- 
lishes residency for other licenses. 
Archery hunting is permitted under 
certain regulations. Write to: Depart- 
ment of Fish and Game, 926 J Street, 
Sacramento, Calif. 

coLoRAm-If stationed or headquar- 
tered in Colorado you may qualify for 

a resident hunting and fishing license, 
from the time you reach the state. If 
not stationed in Colorado, but you have 
entered the service from Colorado and 
have not voluntarily changed your resi- 
dence to another state, you will retain 
your residence privileges. If not sta- 
tioned in Colorado, and Gou did not 
enter the service from Colorado, you 
must establish your residency for at 
least 90 days before applying for resi- 
dent licenses. Civilian residency require- 
ment is also 90 days. Archery‘hunting 
is a state-wide pre-season period and 
has been established under special 
regulations. Write to: Game and Fish 
Commission, Denver, Colorado. 

coNNEcmcm-Service Personnel may 
procure a combination license to hunt 
and fish in Connecticut. When applying 
for and using such license, you must 
carry credentials indicating full-time 
membership in the armed forces of the 
United States. Civilians must have resi- 
dency within the state recorded with 
the town clerk to obtain resident 
licenses. There are no published regu- 
lations permitting archery hunting. 
Write to: Board of Fisheries and Game, 
2 Wethersfield, Hartford, Conn. 

Delaware you may purchase resident 
licenses. Residency requirement for 
civilians is one year. There is no special 
law or season for archery hunting, but 
bow and arrow may be used for deer 
hunting during regular season. Write 
to: Board of Game and Fish Commis- 
sioners, Dover, Delaware. 

FLORIDA-When stationed in Florida 
you are considered a resident. Archery 
hunting is permitted under special pro- 
visions. Write to: Game and Fresh 
Water Fish Commission, Tallahassee, 
Florida. 

GEORGIA-If stationed in Georgia you 
may purchase a resident license, but if 
stationed in a state other than Georgia 
and not a resident of Georgia, you are 
required to purchase a non-resident 
license. There are no published regula- 
tions permitting archery hunting. Write 
to: State Game and Fish Commission, 
412 State Capitol, Atlanta, Ga. 

IDAHo-When ordered to a duty sta- 
tion in Idaho you are permitted to 
purchase resident hunting and fishing 
licenses. Your wife must reside in the 
state at least six months before becom- 
ing eligible for a resident license. Arch- 
ery hunting is permitted under special 
provisions. Write to: Idaho Fish and 
Game Commission, 518 Front Street, 
Boise, Idaho. 

ILLINOIS-YOU may fish with hook and 
line without a license. Regardless of 
where you are stationed, you may 
hunt on a resident license. However, 
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DELAWARE-If YOU are stationed in 

, 



status as a civilian- and a residency of 
six months in the state is required to 
obtain a resident license. There are no 
published regulations permitting arch- 
ery hunting but it is apparently per- 
mitted, since the Director may issue 
non-resident archery licenses. Write 
to: Department of Conservation, Divi- 
sion of Game and Fish, Indianapolis, 
Ind. 

IowA-Service personnel are not re- 
quired to‘ have a huntind or fishing 
license during time of war and this con- 
cession has been continued, pending 
decision by the Iowa Attorney General 
to the contrary. There are no special 
provisions published for archery hunt- 
ing. Write to: Iowa Conservation Com- 
mission, East Seventh & Court, Des 
Moines, Iowa. 

uNsAs-If stationed in Kansas you 
are permitted to purchase a resident 
Iicense, even though this privilege is 
not a part of the Fish and Game Code. 
Civilian residency requirement is 60 
days. There are no published regula- 
tions permitting archery hunting. Write 
to: Forestry, Fish and Game Commis- 
sion, Pratt, Kansas. 

KENTUCKY-Service personnel on ac- 
tive duty, stationed in Kentucky, may 
hunt and fish on a resident license, 
applicable as soon as they are stationed 
within the state. Civilian residency re- 
quirement is one year. Archery hunting 
is permitted but under special provi- 
sons. Write to: Department of Fish and 
Wildlife Resources, Frankfort, Ken- 
tucky. 

LOUISIANA-Here, you need no hunt- 
ing and fishing license if a member of 
the armed forces. Civilian residency re- 
quirement is six months. Archery hunt- 
ing is permitted under special provisions 
for certain species of game. Write to: 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, 126 
Civil Courts Bldg., New Orleans 16, 
La. 

MAINE-Service personnel stationed at 
bases in Maine, their wives and child- 
ren, enjoy resident status. Residency 
requirement is 3 months for civilians. 
Archery -~ hunting is permitted for deer 

:r game in open season. Cross- 
? proLibited. Write to: Depart- 

Inland Fisheries and Game, 
Maine. 

AANn-A permanent resident of 
unent reservation is entitled to 
n t  hunting license. This provi- 
vever, does not apply to a fish- 
Lse. A resident is a person who 
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Massachusetts you can quaiuy ior a 
resident license; Civilian residency re- 
quirement is six consecutive months. 
Archery hunting is permitted under 
special regulations and conditions. 
Write to: Division of Fisheries and 
Game, 73 Tremont St., Boston 8, Mass. 

MIcHIGAN-If on active duty and Offi- 
cially stationed within Michigan you 
may buy a resident hunting and fishing 
license. If you were a resident of Michi- 
gan at the time of your entrance into 
the armed forces you continue to be 
eligible to buy a resident license so 
long as you remain on active duty, even 
though assigned outside the state. 
Civilian residency requirement is six 
consecutive months immediately before 
application. Archery hunting is per- 
mitted under certain conditions and 
regulations. Write to: Department of 
Conservation, Lansing 26, Michigan, 

MINNESOTA-YOU are permitted to 
apply for a resident license upon proof 
you are stationed in the state. A resi- 
dent of Minnesota stationed outside the 
state and returning to Minnesota on a 
furlough or leave does not need a 
license but must carry with him his 
leave papers. If not a resident of Minne- 
sota and not stationed in the state you 
must buy a non-resident license to hunt 

preceding the date of application for 
resident fishing or hunting licenses. All 
provisions of the game and fish laws 

six months preceding date-of applica- 
tion. Archery hunting is permitted with 
longbows and under special conditions. 
Write to: Game and Fish Commission, 
P. 0. Box 451, Jackson, Miss. 

MIssomI-Service personnel stationed 
and residing in Missouri are considered 
to be “residents” of the state for the 
purpose of purchasing hunting and fish- 
ing permits. If a resident and stationed 
outside the state, you may, on your re- 
turn to Missouri, obtain a resident per- 
mit. Non-resident service personnel must 
obtain non-resident permits. Civilian 
residency requirement is six months be- 
fore application. Archery hunting is per- 
mitted under certain conditions and 
regulations. Write to: Missouri Conser- 
vation Commission, Monroe Bldg., Jeff- 
erson City, Mo. 

MowrANA-when assigned to duty in 
Montana, you may, after 30 days of 
residence within the state, and upon 
presentation of proper papers from your 
commanding officer, apply for a resi- 
dent license. The 30-day requirement 

Cowboy Fisherman 
What happens when a fisherman 

who has a sailor’s ability with a line 
and a cowboy’s know-how with a 
rope, goes fishing without a rod 
and reel? He makes his catch with 
a lasso, of course. If this sounds 
fishy, take the following case: 

J. J. Kneller, BMC, USN, of Sub- 
GroupOne at Charleston, s. C., was 
on Pier Two at the Naval Base 
when he spotted a huge fish in the 
water below. Not having a rod and 
reel handy, or even a spear, “Boats” 
threw a lead line down, trying to 
lasso the big fish. After several near- 
misses, the BMC’s training paid off 
and the lead line encircled the fish, 
and as luck would have it, caught 
in the fish‘s gills. 

The fish immediately began fran- 
tic evasive tactics, little knowing 
that he was soon to be the entree 
at  Friday evening’s meal at the 
Kneller household. Another thing 

the fish didn’t realize-when a Navy 
man needs a hand, any sailor in the 
Oiicinity will be there to help. 

J. F. Simpson, FPFN, USN, and 
F. D. Faulis, DC3, USN, saw the 
chief‘s plight and joined the battle. 
The two men, in keeping with the 
highest traditions known only to 
fishermen, jumped into the river to 
land the fish. After a struggle of a 
quarter hour, the three men suc- 
ceeded in landing what proved to 
be a huge channel bass. 

“If this isn’t one of the biggest 
bass. ever landed in Charleston,” 
claimed the chief, “it surely must 
be the biggest bass ever lassoed‘ in 
Charlestons’ Cooper River.” The 
spot-tailed beauty weighed an even 
22 pounds and measured 37 inches 

The three cowboy-fishermen re- 
ported the bass tasted as good as 
it fought. And it put up a whale of 
a fight. 











Amphibious Attack4847 
ON THE 1ST OF JANUARY, 1847, General Scott ar- 

rived at the Brazos, and began to collect his troops 
for the invasion. He had orders to withdraw from Gen- 
eral Taylor’s column, four thousand regulars; and the 
ten new regiments, which had been recently voted by 
Congress, were to be raised and sznt forward to him 
with all dispatch. 

Toward the middle of February, {he) informed Com- 
modore Conner by letter that he had directed his trans- 
ports to rendezvous at the small island of Lobos, about 
120 miles N. W. of Vera Cruz. The commodore dis- 
patched the sloop-of-war, St. Mary’s. Commander 
Saunders, to this point, to show the various transports 
-as they should arrive-the way into a secure anchorage, 
and when they were all assembled, to conduct them 
to Anton Lizardo. 

fn the meantime, other ships, laden with surf-boats 
for the landing of troops, provisions, artillery, means 
of transportation, etc., began to arrive daily, direct from 
New York and other ports. Officers were detailed to 
pilot these vessels in, in like manner, regulate their 
anchoring, concert signals with them, etc. The surf- 
boats were launched and moored near us, fitted with 
oars, cables and anchors, and other preliminary arrange- 
ments were made to forward the contemplated descent, 
immediately upon the arrival of the general-in-chief. 
Our hitherto quiet headquarters, in which we had stag- 
nated all winter, became daily more animated, until 
Anton Lizardo was crowded with a magnificent fleet of 
steamers and sail-vessels. 

THE ANCHORAGE at Sacrificios being small, it would 
have been impossible to crowd all the transports that 
were loaded with troops, into it, at one time. Therefore, 
it was resolved, on consultation betwe:n the two chiefs, 
to throw most of the troops on board the larger ships 
of war, and make them the transports. 

All preliminary arrangements having been made, this 
was done on the morning of the 9th. Between eleven 
and twelve o’clock, the fleet-Commodore Conner lead- 
ing, in the flag-ship Rari tu~ (Captain Forrest), General 
Scott following at a short distance, in the steamer 
Massachusetts-got underway, in gallant style, and filed, 
one by one, out of the narrow pass leading from the 
anchorage. Raritun’s decks, like those of the other ships, 
were crowded with troops. 

As the ships approached their allotted anchoring 
ground, they came to, in the most harmonious and exact 
order. Each one dropped her anchor and swung into 
her appropriate place without the least confusion, and 
with the most admirable precision. Indeed, so thoroughly 
and ably had Commodore Conner organized the whole 
movement-from the transfer of the troops from the 
vessels in which they had arrived to the ships of war; 
to placing them with haversack and musket on the 
enemy’s beach-that it was next to impossible that any- 
thing could go wrong. 

The surf-boats, 67 in number, and each one manned 
by experienced seamen of the Navy, were hauled along- 
side of the ships. The soldiers, with their arms and ac- 
coutrements, were passed into them. As each boat re- 
ceived her complement, she shoved off, and laid on 
her oars, until the others should be ready. 

COMMODORE CONNER had previously directed the 
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two steamers, Spitfire (Commander TattnalI) and Vixen 
(Commander Sands) with five gun-schooners, to anchor 
in line, abreast of the beach, to cover the landing, in 
case any opposition should be made. This part of the 
movement had already been handsomely executed. 

The boats reached the shore, in fine style. The troops 
debarked in good order and a few minutes afterward 
a detachment, which had wound its way up one of the 
sand-hills, unfurled the American flag, and waving it 
proudly over their heads, planted it in the land. As if 
by common consent, a shout, such as seamen only can 
give, arose at this moment from the decks of all the 
ships-of-war present, which was joined in, and pro- 
longed, by such portions of the army as ’had not yet 
landed. 

The debarkation now went briskly forward, and be- 
fore ten o’clock, P. M., the whole force present, con- 
sisting of about twelve thousand men, was safely landed, 
without the occurrence of a single mistake or accident; 
an event unparalleled in the history of similar opera- 
tions, and of which any naval commander might well 
be proud. 

A few days after this event, Commodore Conner was 
relieved from his command by Commodore Perry, and 
returned to the United States. 

On the night of the landing, our troops, having 
thrown forward proper advanced guards, bivouacked on 
the sands, without tents, or other shelter than that af- 
forded by their blankets, beneath the open sky. The 
next morning, they drove in the enemy’s pickets, and 
began to extend the line of inveshment around the city. 
This was a most difficult and laborious work to per- 
form, as it was necessary to transport almost every- 
thing by hand, for the want of proper draught animals, 
but few of which had as yet arrived. 

The ground to be occupied was remarkably difficult, 
being composed of arid sand-hills, whose slopes were 
covered with a stunted growth of the thorny mimosa, 
prickly pear, and other plants. They formed impassable 
chaparrals, which it was frequently necessary to cut 
through with the axe. As before remarked, when speak- 
ing of the topography of Vera Cruz, there were frequent 
pools of water, too, between these hills, which it was 
necessary either to traverse, or make lengthy detours to 
avoid. But the ,officers and men were animated by the 
utmost enthusiasm, and betaking themselves manfully 
to their tasks, they drew their line around the city on 
the evening of the third day; the line being five miles 
in extent. Some skirmishing with parties of the enemy’s 
cavalry ensued, while these operations were going for- 
ward, but nothing of moment occurred. 

BEFORE ARRANGEMENTS were completed, a norther 
set in, and greatly incommoded the troo s, sweeping 

as they traversed the arid and ever-shiftin desert, and 
almost stifling them in their progress. T e blow sus- 
pended all communication with the shipping; and no 
progress could be made in landing necessary provisions 
and stores, until the 13th, when, the gale having abated, 
the officers and seamen of the Navy threw rapidly on 
shore such articles as were most urgently required, and 
began landing the mortars and artillery. 

A number of cavalry and draught horses having ar- 
rived, they were also landed, to the great relief of the 
more distant parts of the line. By dint of great exertions, 
all the necessary intrenching tools, carts, pack-saddles, 
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.the frail foundation of sand from beneat e, their feet, 



nall, in the Spitfir;; with the Vixen, Commander Sands; 
and gun-schooners Bonita, Lieutenant Benham; Reefer, 
Lieutenant Sterrett; Petrel, Lieutenant Shaw; Falcon, 
Lieutenant Glasson; and Tampico, Lieutenant Griffin, 
to take up a position within effective range of the city, 
and pour in their fire, also. 

This movement was handsomely executed; the little 
fleet anchoring in line, in a small bend formed by Point 
Homos, about a mile from the city walls, and opening 
a well-directed and destructive fire. These vessels, though 
small, were all heavily armed with thirty-two- ounders, 

distance of a mile, which was the nearest they could 
approach, without bringing themselves within point- 

and right-inch Paixhan guns; and, consequent P y, at the 

for the moment, from thk land-forces. He took up his 
position, within about eight hundred yards, and to the 
astonishment and admiration of both sailors and soldiers, 
maintained it for half an hour or more, until he was 
recalled by signal, retiring without having sustained 
any serious loss. 

A norther soon afterward sprung up, and continued 
to blow furiously through the day, cutting off again, all 
intercourse between the shipping and the shore and thus 
seriously retarding the progress of the siege. The fire of 
the mortars was slackened for the want of shells (which 
could not be landed), there being but one shell thrown 
in every five minutes. The further inconvenience was 
felt of having the trenches and mortar batteries filled 

NAVAL BOMBARDMENT of Vera truz, during March 1847, is depicted in a lithograph of the period by N. Currier. 



MANAGEMENT OF SURF BOATS carrying U.S. Army 
ashore from Gulf Squadron was responsibility of Semmes. 

up with sand, almost as fast as it could be removed. 
Three more mortars, which had been previously landed, 
were placed in battery to-day, and the engineers, and 
sappers, and miners were employed in constructing two 
batteries for siege pieces. 

GENERAL SCOTT FINDING THAT his battering train, 
which was a very heavy and well appointed one, did 
not arrive in time, was compelled to ask for assistance 
from Commodore Perry. The Navy had, from the first, 
hoped that it would be allowed to participate in the 
operations on shore, and had volunteered for this pur- 
pose; but it was generally understood in the squadron, 
that its services had been declined. 

General Scott’s heaviest battering guns were twenty- 
four-pounders, entirely too light for breaching purposes; 
it was not known how long the enemy might hold out, 
unless the city could be carried by assault; the season of 
the vomito was approaching, and there was no alterna- 
tive, but to have recourse to the Navy for heavier metal, 
wherewith to breach the walls. General Scott, accord- 
ingly, in a conversation with Commodore Perry, made 
known to this officer his wants, and required of him a 
portion of his guns. 

The commodore’s courteous and gablant reply, couched 
in Lacedemonian brevity, was, “Certainly, General, but 
I must fight them.” And he did fight them, {the guns), 
as the reader will see. The officers and seamen of the 
Navy, who had hitherto’ borne the brunt of all the labor 
in landing the arms and other munitions belonging to 
the army, without a murmur, and had even extorted 
commendations from the general-in-chief, himself, for 
the energy with which they had addressed themselves 
to this more ignoble task, received with delighv the in- 
telligence that they were, at last, to participate in the 
honors of the siege. 

Six heavy pieces of ordnance were landed, and about 
two hundred seamen and volunteers being attached each 
piece, with incredible toil and perseverance, they dragged 
them by main strength, a distance of three miles, to the 
point where they were to’be put in battery; most of the 
way, through loose sand, knee deep, and fording, in 
their passage, a lagoon two feet deep and seventy yards 
wide. With the able assistance of the engineers, and 
sappers and miners, who were equally unremitting and 
zealous in their labors, the officers were enabled to 
place their pieces in battery, during the night of the 
23d. The mask of this battery, which was within seven 
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hundred yards of the city walls, had been well pre- 
served, and the engineers and seamen had worked with- 
out being observed or molested by the enemy. 

THE SIX GUNS, of which the battery was composed, 
were of the following descri tion and weight of metal; 

in siege: 
0 Three 68-pounder shell-guns, weighing 63 cwt. 

each. 
0 Three 32-pounder solid-shot guns, of the same 

weight. 
On the same evening on which this battery was com- 

pleted, Colonel Bankhead, the chief of artillery, had 
caused to be placed in battery, three twenty-four-pound- 
ers; to this battery, there were subsequently added an- 
other twenty-four pounder, and two eight-inch howit- 
zers. 

If Vera Cruz had been well -supplied with provisions, 
and garrisoned by resolute men, it might have held out 
for six months, against all the shells that we could have 
thrown into it. It was, therefore, both a judicious and 
a humane move, on the part of General Scott, to call in 
the Navy to his aid, to breach the walls for him, in 
order that he might carry the place by assault; as it was 
his intention to do, had the enemy held out twenty-four 
hours longer. 

Early on the morning of the 24th, Capt. Aulick-the 
second in command of the squadron-with a party of 
officers and seamen, took ossession of battery No. 5 ;  

it had been hid from the enemy, opened a rapid and 
heavy fire from the whole of his six pieces. 

The enemy was astonished at the vigor and power of 
this new assailant. Hitherto, the walls and forts had 
not been touched, but now our heavy solid-shot, thrown 
from thirty-two-pounders, at the short distance of seven 
hundred yards, came plunging, at the first blow, through 
the walls (which had been constructed of the soft and 
brittle coral rock, and were a good deal dilapidated by 
age, and the elements), killing his artillerists, and dis- 
mounting his guns. While the thirty-two-pounders were 
doing this execution, the hollow-shot guns, firing with 
nearly the same accuracy, exploded their terrible missiles, 
precisely where the officers chose to put them-in the 
casemates and barracks of the soldiers. 

THE MEXICANS, becoming thus aware that Commo- 
dore Perry was “fighting his guns,” concentrated upon 
the gallant little battery, the fire of three forts, Santiago, 
and two others farther west; one of the latter being 
precisely in our front. Captain Aulick maintained his 
fire until four o’clock, P.M., when his ammunition being 
exhausted, and his defenses a good deal injured, he 
ceased for the night. 

In this, our first day’s work, we had four men killed, 
and six wounded; Lieutenant Baldwin being among the 
latter. The mortars continued to throw their shells as 
usual, but somewhat more languidly, on account of a 
short supply of ammunition, which the dorther of the 
previous day had prevented us from landing. 

The night of the 24th was a beautiful star-light night. 
As well as I remember, there was no moon-and the 
relief party for the Navy battery reached its station- 
after running the gauntlet of the enemy’s fire on a 
portion of the route-a little before sunset. 

We  bivouacked our men in a clump of bushes on the 
southern, or off-slope, of the sand-hill, on the brow of 
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the heaviest, perhaps, that ha s ever before been mounted 

and clearing away the mas R ing of brush, etc., by which 
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to myself. In the early part of the night, the walls of 
the city abreast of us, and on our right, were brilliantly 
illuminated by the burning of some sheds and other 
buildings in the suburbs; no doubt fired by the Mexi- 
cans themselves, to unmask new pieces, which they were 
placing in position, to oppose us. 

About this time, an accident occurred, which had 
well-nigh put an end to our breaching operations, in the 
Navy battery. The castle, which, as I have remarked, 
had been shelling us at intervals, threw one of its 
thirteen-inch bombs with such precision that it lighted 
on the sand, not more than five paces in the rear of one 
of .the guns. 

At about this distance in the rear of each piece, we 
had stationed a quarter-gunner, with a small copper 
tank, capable of holding eight or ten charges of pow- 
der-each charge weighing about ten pounds. The shell 
falling near one of these petty officers, he turned, upon 
hearing a noise behind him-he had not seen the shell 
fall-and finding a monstrous cannon ball there, as he 
thought, mechanically put his hand upon it. 

Finding it hot, it at once occurred to him what it was. 
It was too late to run, and in the consternation of the 
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WE CONTINUED OUR FIRE until two o’clock, P.M., 
when the enemy’s batteries all ceased, except now and 
then a random shot. The city was beaten; and on the 
same afternoon, we had the satisfaction of seeing a white 
flag pass into General Scott’s camp-Washington. The 
Navy battery, in the last two days, had thrown one 
thousand Paixhan shells, and eight hundred round shot 
into the enemy’s walls and forts. Colonel Bankhead, 
the chief of ordnance, estimated the whole number of 
shot and shells, thrown by the Army, at two thousand 
five hundred. In the engagement just ended, we had 
lost five men killed. 

The enemy no longer molesting us, we collected in 
groups, on the tops of our sand-bags, to examine the 
damage we had done. By the aid of our glasses, we could 
see that both the forts abreast of us, and with which we 
had had such hot work, were completely demolished; 
the guns dismounted, and the walls knocked into a heap 
of ruins; and that our efforts at breaching the city walls 
had been successful beyond our expectations. These no 
longer presented any obstacle to an assaulting army; as 
at the points at which we had directed our aim, scarce 
one stone remained upon another. 
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‘FIGHTING HIS GUNS-Commodore Perry sent naval battery ashore to attack major defense points of Vera Cruz. 








